Richard Allen Plugge
October 25, 1952 - July 22, 2016

Richard Allen Plugge, 63, of Blair, died July 22, 2016 at his home, surrounded by family
after a long battle with brain cancer. A memorial service will be held Wednesday, July 27,
2016 at 11:00 AM at First Lutheran Church in Blair. Following the service, a time of
gathering will be held at the Blair American Legion. Visitation will be held Tuesday, July
26, at Campbell-Aman Funeral Home beginning at 2 PM with family receiving friends from
6 to 8 PM.
Richard Allen Plugge was born on October 25, 1952 in Omaha to Robert and Ellenora
(Jensen) Plugge. He attended Blair Community Schools where he was a standout athlete
and record setter in multiple sports. He graduated from Blair in 1971. Following
graduation, Rick received a football scholarship to the University of Northern Colorado. He
later transferred to Dana College where he graduated in 1977.
In 1981 he married Patty Rogert at First Lutheran Church in Blair, and they were blessed
with two boys, Hank and Max. Rick spent 34 years working for Huntel Engineering before
retiring in 2014. Rick and his family loved spending time in Okoboji in the summer. Rick
had a passion for football, especially the Huskers and the Packers; he also loved
Creighton basketball and playing golf.
Rick “Sluggo” made friends everywhere he went, and made so many people feel special.
His favorite line was “Love and Hug those around you.”
Rick is survived by his wife Patty of Blair, sons Hank (Malissie) of Omaha, Max of Blair;
Mother Ellenora Plugge; brothers Roger (Juli) Plugge and Randy Plugge of Blair; sister
Rita (Tony) Christensen of Omaha; very special friends Tom and Angela Triplett, Jessica
and Becca; sisters-in-law Angie (Bob) Brickson of Leawood, Kansas, Sally (John)
Schroder of Fort Collins, Colorado, Jill (Phil) Tobin of Des Moines, Iowa, and Joanie and
Suzanne Rogert of Omaha; several nieces, nephews and many beloved friends.
He was preceded in death by his father Robert Plugge, Father-in-law Emmett Rogert and
Mother-in-law Betty Rogert.

Memorials may be directed to the Blair Family YMCA or Brain Cancer Research at UNMC.

Events
JUL
26

Visitation

02:00PM - 08:00PM

Campbell-Aman Funeral Home
444 South 17th Street, Blair, NE, US, 68008

JUL
27

Service

11:00AM

First Lutheran Church of Blair
2146 Wright St, Blair, NE, US, 68008

Comments

“

Just came across this. I was in Glacier National Park the day I heard Rick had died. I
still am trying to process it almost 2 years later. Rick and I parted ways when we
were just teenagers but he's one of those friends you never forget. To all his family,
many of whom I still remember: I am so sorry he left you to soon. To Rick: You were
my favorite teammate. We had a lifetime of laughs and great memories in our short
time together.

Mark Donaldson - April 13, 2018 at 02:24 PM

“

Patty and family,
I am so sorry to hear of Rick's passing after a long and courageous fight with cancer.
Please know that you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers during this
difficult time.
Lisa Gustin

Lisa Gustin - July 29, 2016 at 11:23 AM

“

Patty and familyIt was sad to hear of Rick's passing. He was definitely one of a kind. A great boss
and fun person. I have great memories of him at HunTel and my prayers go out to
you and your family.
Shawn Titus (Daley)

Shawn Titus - July 26, 2016 at 12:17 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

July 26, 2016 at 10:52 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

July 26, 2016 at 08:19 AM

“

To the Plugge Family - I always had to guess what he was thinking and he would
speak so softly I could barely hear him....not! Your family is in our thoughts and
prayers.

Roger Kregel - Dumont Telephone Company - July 26, 2016 at 08:05 AM

“

Rick was a great partner to the Independent Telephone industry and a good friend to
many of us. It was my pleasure to know Rick and to be able to work with Rick for
many years. His friendship and counsel will be missed.
The measure of a person is not how they act when times are good but in times of
trouble and Rick proved to be a great man in how he dealt with his cancer. God Bless
you Patty and boys.
Richard McBurney

Richard McBurney - July 26, 2016 at 07:22 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

July 26, 2016 at 12:11 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

July 25, 2016 at 09:46 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

July 25, 2016 at 05:51 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

July 25, 2016 at 02:15 PM

“

enjoyed Rick's humor and straight forwardness. Many late night at Macc's room at
the Panora golf outings. Many tried to "keep up " with Rich but no one ever bested
him. One of a kind!

Wm. H. Daubendiek retired Westel Systems - July 25, 2016 at 02:04 PM

“

Rick Plugge Family
He will be greatly missed as he was bigger than life and always had a smile. Our
thoughts and prayers are with your family.
Steve Trimble
General Manager
Palmer Mutual Telephone Co.

Steve Trimble - July 25, 2016 at 12:42 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

July 25, 2016 at 10:41 AM

“

To: Plugge family and the HunTel family
We will miss you. I will miss you buddy. That warm and friendly greeting we always
had. The Lord will have fun with you up there. My deepest sympathy, to the family
and friends of the friend we call Plugge.
Ivan Dalen
General Manager
River Valley Telecommunications Coop
Graettinger, IA 51342

Ivan Dalen - July 25, 2016 at 10:32 AM

“

Patty: Our prayers go out to you and your family, he can now rest in peace. Your
memories will comfort you.
Carla & Randy Hart

Carla Hart - July 25, 2016 at 10:29 AM

“

You always knew where you stood with Rick, he was a great guy and a straight
shooter. Rick will be missed by all in the Telephony Industry. Good bye friend!!!
Ed Bernard

Ed Bernard - July 25, 2016 at 09:10 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

July 24, 2016 at 09:15 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

July 24, 2016 at 08:57 PM

“

"John Chris" Schroder & Amber Harvey purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray
for the family of Richard Allen Plugge.

John Schroder - July 24, 2016 at 02:30 PM

“

When Rick didn't tell on me and Rita when we took the Monte Carlo around the
block, when we were 14! Ha ! Cool guy and he will be missed...
Mary Rounds

Mary Christiansen - July 24, 2016 at 12:58 PM

“

In Rick's senior year of basketball at Blair HS I was in my first year as a head coach
and the first day of practice Rick came to me and said he wanted to play guard
because he could shoot from outside. Rick could shoot but he was 6'5" and if I
played him outside it meant I would have to stack Bill Cemer and George Hall on top
of each other to play center. Not an option. So Bill and George went to guard and
Rick went to center. Rick was a great center and we won 9 games and played in the
district finals. Good year for Blair HS. Rick always played hard, was very popular and
I felt lucky to have the opportunity to coach him. I am also pleased I was able to talk
to Patty and Rick before he passed, and now my thoughts and prayers are with the
Plugge family.
Joe Mosser

Joe Mosser - July 24, 2016 at 11:40 AM

“

I knew "Plugge" while I was at Dana back in the 70s. He was the sweetest guy and a
friend to all. Everyone knew him. He will be missed.

Becky Nielsen Feser - July 24, 2016 at 09:20 AM

“

In Rick's senior year in H.S. at Blair I was a first year basketball coach and Rick told
me he was a guard. Rick was 6'5" and he could shoot but it meant I would have to
stack Bill Cemer and George Hall to play center. So Bill and George went to guard
and Rick played center. He was a great center and Blair had a good year winning 9
games and going to finals of Districts before losing. Rick was fun to coach and liked
by everyone. I am grateful I was able to speak to Patty and Rick a couple of weeks
ago. My thoughts and prayers are with the Plugge family. Joe Mosser

joe mosser - July 23, 2016 at 07:30 PM

“

Rick has been a good friend for over 40 years. Many of his Dana friends can recall
many memorable experiences from our college days. Rick was bigger than life. He
was a devoted husband, father, and friend. Over the years, he was intentional in his
outreach to support those he cared about. He was quick to give a hug, share a joke,
give encouragement, and communicate his love. We are going to miss him
tremendously. Our deepest sympathies to Patty, Hank, and Max. We love you!

Rod and Lori Jasa - July 23, 2016 at 04:20 PM

“

I have very fond memories of Rick while we played Midgets & Legion Baseball
together for many years. His out-going personality, love, & warmth was larger than
he ever was. May the "Good Lord" be with all of the Family in the days & weeks to
come. Love, Hugs, & Prayers!!
Ken & Dawn Smith

Ken Smith - July 23, 2016 at 04:02 PM

“

Rick and his family are some of the best and nicest customers I've had the pleasure
of waiting for many many years at Jakes. He will be missed by so many. God bless
you and your family!

Charissa - July 23, 2016 at 03:20 PM

“

Rick was a super friend to everyone he met. Loved his big bear hugs-a favorite
memory from Dana days! He touched many lives and will be missed.

Jo Roberts - July 23, 2016 at 01:55 PM

“

Rick was a super friend to everyone he met. Loved his big bear hugs-a favorite
memory from Dana days! He touched many lives and will be missed.

Jo Roberts - July 23, 2016 at 01:54 PM

“

Patty and family - John and I are so sad to hear of Rick's passing. Covering you and
all his loved ones in prayer for peace and comfort. John and Beth

John and Beth Kjeldgaard - July 23, 2016 at 01:37 PM

“

Rick was the funniest boss I've ever had...I have so many humorous memories from
those days..... I have no doubt that you know Jesus and I'll see you again..... until we
laugh again together......."squatty body" Gini (Jorn) Goracke

Gini Goracke - July 23, 2016 at 12:14 PM

